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The Special Collections of the Sheridan Libraries own an impressive collection of works related 
to Surrealism, Dadaism, and the early 20th century avant-garde movements. Surrealism is 
particularly well-represented, with many periodicals of the movement, as well as a wealth of 
books and other material, including exhibition catalogues and posters. 
 
This guide is in six parts: 

1. Surrealist periodicals 
2. Works by surrealist writers, and collaborations with artists 
3. Periodicals from other avant-garde movements: Dada, Expressionism, Der Styl, … 
4. Selected Bibliography of Secondary materials  
5. Relevant Electronic Resources and Web sites 

 
Note:  All Call Numbers are in Special Collections, unless otherwise noted. 
 
 
 

Surrealist periodicalsSurrealist periodicalsSurrealist periodicalsSurrealist periodicals    
 

 The periodicals associated with the surrealist movement are too numerous to list 
here. However, there is an almost complete listing online at: 
 

 http://www.library.jhu.edu/researchhelp/surreal/surrealismlist.pdf 
 

 
 Noteworthy Surrealist periodicals: in in in in approximate approximate approximate approximate chronological orderchronological orderchronological orderchronological order 

 
 
Le Disque Vert: revue mensuelle de littérature. Published in Belgium and in Paris between the wars, 
May 1921 to 1940. Original title: Signaux de France et de Belgique (12 issues, May 1, 1921 to 
March-June 1922), later Le Disque Vert (6 issues, May to October 1922), and then Écrits du 
Nord,(3 issues, November 1922 to January 1923) and Le Disque Vert (12 issues, April 1923 to 
1925) once again. Dir. Franz Hellens. Brussels. 
The most important Belgian surrealist periodical, but with a decidedly international appeal and content. 
Disavowing politics and polemics, it left its stamp on the entire period between the wars. Publication was 



irregular, with several title changes. Contributors include Henri Michaux, Francis Ponge, Michel Leiris, 
Philippe Soupault, Paul Éluard, André Breton, Antoine Artaud. 
LSC  AP 20 .D4  

 
 
La Révolution Surréaliste. Published December 1924 to December 1929 (12 issues). Title changed 
in 1930 to Le Surréalisme au Service de la Révolution. Dir. Pierre Naville and Benjamin Péret, 
then Antonin Artaud, and finally André Breton. Paris. 
First official organ of the Surrealist movement. Modeled after a scientific magazine, La Nature, this review 
displayed none of the typographical or graphical exuberance of Dada, and the surrealists left no doubt as 
to the scientific nature of their experiment. An increasing political context for the notion of revolution is 
evident in articles and in the names of contributors, as Breton began a purge of former colleagues who 
could not unilaterally support communism. Under Breton's editorship, more poetry and painting appeared. 
The 12th and final issue includes Breton's "Second manifeste du surréalisme", and marks the point at 
which Breton and his enemies parted ways. The so-called "dissident Surrealists" founded a new journal 
(Documents), while Breton continued this as "Le surréalisme au service de la Révolution. 
LSC (Reprint)  N 2 .R3 (no. 1-12, 1924-1929) 
 
 
Surréalisme. Published in 1924 (1 issue). Dir. Yvan Goll. Paris, Imprimerie Deshayes.  
The only issue of Surréalisme appeared right after the publication of Breton's 1st Manifesto, and is witness 
to the turmoil of the early years of the movement, when many artists and writers claimed the term for their 
own. Ivan Goll was an active sympathizer with Dada, and with this review made an attempt to rescue 
surrealism from the hands of Breton and restore it to the spirit he believed Apollinaire intended. He 
attacked the pseudo-surrealists for confusing art and psychiatry. Texts by René Crevel, Apollinaire, 
Arland, Delaunay, Réverdy. 
NX 600 .S9 S877 (no. 1, 1924) 

 
Le Grand Jeu. Published from June 1928 to October 1930 (3 issues +  proofs for a 4th published in 
1932). Dir. Roger Gilbert-Lecomte and René Daumal. Paris.   
Chronologically situated exactly between 2 surrealist reviews, La Révolution Surréaliste  and Le 
Surréalisme au service de la Révolution , Le Grand Jeu grew out a group of 4 schoolmates who 
founded the Phères Simplistes, a mini-movement with similar aims as surrealism. The publication of the 
well-received review brought the wrath of Breton down on its founders, who saw a rival to surrealism, just 
as he was trying to consolidate and purge surrealist ranks.  
LSC (Facsimile)  PH 3141 .G7 (no. 1-4, 1928-1932) 
LSC (Reprint)  PH 3141 .G7 Q (no. 1-3. 1928-1930) 
 
 
Bifur. Published from May 1929 to June 1931 (8 issues). Editor-in-chief Pierre Lévy. Dir. G. 
Ribemont Dessaignes. Paris, Éditions du Carrefour. 
Dessaignes opened the review to the group around Le Grand Jeu . Hans Arp, Robert Desnos, Michel 
Leiris, Henri Michaux, Francis Picabia, Philippe Soupault, Franz Kafka, Tristan Tzara were contributors. 
Photographs by Man Ray, Luis Buñuel. Truly international in the field of writers it attracted. "Foreign 
consultants" included: Bruno Barilli, Gottfreid Benn, James Joyce, Ramon Gomez de la Serna, William 
Carlos Williams. 
LSC/Special Collections AP 20 .B5 

 
Documents: doctrines, archéologie, beaux-arts, ethnographie. Published 1929 to 1934 (17 issues). 
Editor Georges Bataille. Paris.    



The diverse members of the Comité de Rédaction had in common an antipathy towards all things official 
in art and the sciences. Bataille described himself as "surrealism's old enemy from within" and professed 
a desire to be more surrealist than the surrealists. His pessimism sets him apart from Breton, and colors 
the contents of Documents, with its disquieting articles and images. Bataille gathered about him a group 
of dissident surrealists and their review offered a means of going beyond conventional morality and the 
limits of reason. 
N 2 .D6 (vol. 1:1, vol. 1:2, vol.1:6,1929. Vol.2:3, 1930) 
LSC   N 2 .D61 1991 (reprint) 
LSC microfilm  Film No. A .D6 (1929-1934) 
 
 
Le Surréalisme au Service de la Révolution. Published from July 1930 to May 1933. (6 issues). 
Dir. André Breton. Paris, Éditions des cahiers libres. 
" The last review to contain the full breadth of surrealist activity" (Ades p. 263), and the major periodical of 
surrealism, (succeeded La Révolution Surréaliste ), and covered its most troubled years. Breton had 
alienated many of surrealism's adherents with his Second Manifesto; those who remained contributed to 
this review. The split with Aragon took place in 1932, when he effectively pronounced surrealism as 
"incompatible with the class struggle and objectively counter-revolutionary." Contributors include Breton, 
Tzara, Dali, Eluard, Ernst, Duchamp, Giacometti, Buñuel, Man Ray, and Aragon.  
AP 20 .S8 (no. 1-6, 1930-1933) 
 
 
Minotaure: revue artistique et littéraire. Published from June 1933 to May 1939 (13 issues). Dir. 
Albert Skira and E. Teriade; later André Breton, Marcel Duchamp, Paul Eluard, Maurice Heine and 
Pierre Mabille. Albert Skira, Paris. 
The most famous and most beautiful surrealist periodical publication. Published immediately after Le 
Surréalisme au Service de la Révolution, it brought together the two spirits of Documents and surrealism. 
It was to contain "arts plastiques, poésie, musique, architecture, ethnographie et mythologie, spectacles, 
études et obsevations psychologiques." Bataille named the review, but withdrew from participating shortly 
after its appearance, contributing only 1 article in 1935. But his influence remained, in the juxtapositions 
of ethnology, popular culture and archaeology, Hollywood, painting, music and literature. In Minotaure, 
surrealism indulged its graphic side and the full range of its imagery is present throughout. Its aim to 
effect social transformations however was absent for the most part. 
N 2 .M5 (no. 1-13 in 4 vol.) 
LSC (Reprint)   N 2 .M52 (no. 1-13 in 3 vol.) 
 

VVV :   Published from 1942 to 1944 (4 issues).  Edited by David Hare, editorial advisors André 
Breton, Marcel Duchamp and Max Ernst.  New York. 
The famous literary and art journal that was the voice of the European émigrés during WWII. Cover 
designs by Ernst, Duchamp, and Matta. Contributors included Masson, Peret, Ernst, Breton, Motherwell, 
Leonora Carrington, Tanguy, Apollinaire, Duchamp, Miró, and many others. 
BH 301.S75 V2  
 
 
Le Surréalisme Révolutionnaire: revue bimestrielle publiée par le Bureau international du 
surréalisme-révolutionnaire. Published in March/April 1948 (1 issue). Paris, Le Bureau.  
Witness to the political turmoil of surrealism (to be or not to be a communist), Le surréalisme 
révolutionnaire came up with an interesting solution - a communist is not necessarily an experimental 
artist, but an experimental artist must be a communist. The subsequent publication of a bulletin, after the 
publication of the only issue of the review, affirmed that dissentions within the French Communist Party 



brought about the review's downfall, and that surrealism and communism were in the end incompatible. 
Published 2 months after the Bulletin internationale du surréalisme révoluti onnaire . 
NX 600 .S9 S878 (1948) 
 
 
N.E.O.N. (N'être rien, être tout, ouvrir l'être N). Published from January 1948 to March 1949 (5 
issues). Numbers 4 and 5 subtitled Naviguer, Éveiller, Occulter N. Direction varied throughout. Paris. 
The first post-war surrealist publication, and already a late surrealist publication (Breton died in 1966, and 
the movement did not really survive him). In an unwieldy newspaper format, printed on poor quality paper, 
each issue contains 4 large pages. Truly an ephemeral publication. The Sheridan Libraries owns all 5 
issues ever published. The effect of an overall design imposed on the typography was called 
"typoplastique." 
NX 456.5 .S8  N48  FLAT FOLIO 
 
 
BIEF: jonction surréaliste. Published from November 15 1958 to April 15 1960 (12 issues). 
Circulation 5000. Dir. Gérard Legrand. Paris, Le Terrain Vague. 
During the period of resurgent Gaullism in France and of the Algerian war, Bief, a spontaneous and light-
hearted journal, allowed unbridled satire and criticism to be expressed. It followed on the heels of Le 
Surréalisme même . 
LSC    N 2 .B58 
 
 
La Brèche: “action surréaliste”. Published from October 1961 to November 1965 (8 issues). 
Circulation 5000. Dir. André Breton. Paris, Le Terrain Vague.     
Successor of Bief , La Brèche was more ambitious and more decorative, with a color cover and black and 
white reproductions on glossy paper. It encompassed all of the surrealist preoccupations: politics (the 
Algerian war), literature (le nouveau roman), art (primitive art), and eroticism. 
LSC    N 2 .B7 (no. 2 – no. 8: missing no. 1) 
 
 
 

Periodicals from other avantPeriodicals from other avantPeriodicals from other avantPeriodicals from other avant----garde movements: Dada, etc.garde movements: Dada, etc.garde movements: Dada, etc.garde movements: Dada, etc.    
    
Dada. recueil littéraire et artistique. Published from July 1917 to September 1921 (8 issues). Edited 
by Tristan Tzara. French and German editions were published whose contents sometimes differed. 
Zurich, Switzerland. 
 Dada 1 - Recueil litteraire et artistique, Zurich. July 1917. Cover illustrated by de Rebay. 

Texts by Meriano, Moscardelli, Savinio & Tzara. Illustrations by Arp, Janco, Luthy & Prampolini. 
Dada 2 - Recueil litteraire et artistique, Zurich. December 1917. Cover illustration by de Rebay. 
Texts by Albert-Birot, Cantarelli, Tzara, etc. Illustrations by Arp, Chirico, Delaunay, Kandinsky  
Dada 3 - Zurich. (December 1918). Cover illustration by Janco. Woodcuts by Arp, Janco, Richter, 
Prampolini. Original print by Janco. Texts by Albert-Birot, Huidobro, Picabia, Reverdy, Tzara. 
Dada 4-5, Anthologie Dada. Zurich. 15 mai 1919. Printed on various colored paper. Texts by Arp, 
Breton, Picabia, Richter, Serner, Tzara. Illustrated with 9 original prints by Arp, Hausmann, Janco 
& Richter, including 2 lithographs by Eggeling. 
Dada 6. Bulletin Dada - Paris (1920). This number was published on the occasion of the 
Manifestation Dada held on February 5th 1920 at the Salon des Independants. Texts by Picabia, 
Ribemont-Dessaignes, Breton, Bermee, Eluard, Aragon & Tzara. 
Dadaphone. No.7 - Paris, Au Sans Pareil (March 1920). Texts by Breton, Eluard, Picabia etc. 
Cover illustrated with a design by Picabia. 



Dada in Tirol Augrandair der Sangerkrieg - Paris, 16 septembre 1886-1921. This constitutes 
the mythical 8th number of the revue Dada. Texts in German & French by Arp, Ernst, Eluard, 
Soupault, Tzara etc. Illustrations by Ernst & Arp.  

NX 600 .D3 D32 

    
291 
Not a complete run (1, 2, 3, 7/8, 10, 11 of 12 issues).  
Named for the New York art gallery run by Alfred Steiglitz, “a pioneering force in bringing European 
modern art to American attention, even before the Armory Show of 1913”. This periodical was sumptuous 
and influential, its typography and layout influenced European reviews that followed it.  
N 1.T8 FLAT FOLIO 
 
Der Sturm 
The most important publication of German Expressionism, and a precursor to many 20th century avant-
garde periodicals. Contributors included all the major international writers and artists: Cendrars, Benn, 
Apollinaire, Kandinsky, Arp, Delaunay, Klee, Döblin, Gabriele Münter, Léger, Claudel, Hausmann, 
Schwitters. 
AP 30 .S768 FOLIO 
 
Sur 
One of the most prestigious and famous Latin American publications, published works of avant-garde 
writers from Europe and the US.  
LSC, use in Special Collections: AP 63 .S96 (1931-1940) 
LSC:    AP 63.S96 (1941-1949) 
 

    
    
Works by surrealist writers, and collaborations with artistsWorks by surrealist writers, and collaborations with artistsWorks by surrealist writers, and collaborations with artistsWorks by surrealist writers, and collaborations with artists    
 
Books by Max Ernst 

Les Malheurs des Immortels  PH 4609 .E5M313 1943  & PH 4609 .E5M3 1945 
Une semaine de bonté   ND 588 .E75A73 QUARTO 
La Femme 100 têtes   ND 588.E75 A6 1956 

 
 
Books by André Breton 

L’amour fou : PQ 2603 .R35A8 1965 
 Violette Nozières : PQ 1184 .V49 1991 
 Young cherry trees secured against hares : PH 4603 .B3J4713 1946 
 André Breton, roi soleil (Henri Cartier-Bresson) : PQ 2603 .R35 Z6511 
 Le revolver à cheveux blancs : PQ 2603 .R35 R4 1932 
 Martinique charmeuse de serpents : F 2081 .B78 1948 
 Yves Tanguy : ND 553 .T26 B7 1946 QUARTO 
 
Books by Louis Aragon 

Le paysan de Paris. (1st edition) PQ 2601.R2 P3 1926 
La grande gaîté. Avec 2 dessins d'Yves Tanguy. N 6490 .A6 



Les aventures de Télémaque; avec un portrait de l'auteur par Robert Delaunay.  
PQ 2601 .R2A95 1922 

 
Works by Surrealists ON Surrealism, and early secondary literature 
 A short survey of surrealism (1935) : PH 2443 .G3 1935 
 Surrealism (Julien Levy 1936) : N 6490 .L4 1936 
 Surrealism (1937) : N 6490 .R289 1937 
 First papers of surrealism,  hanging by André Breton, … (1942) : N 6494 .S8C66 
 Les manifestes du surréalisme (1955) : PQ 2603 .R35 M35 1955 
 Almanach surréaliste du démi-siècle (1950) : BH 301 .S75A4 1950 
 
 
 
Selected bibliography of secondary materialsSelected bibliography of secondary materialsSelected bibliography of secondary materialsSelected bibliography of secondary materials    
 
Subject Headings:  Surrealism 
   Art, modern--20th century 
 
Also, do an Alphabetical search in the catalog on Call Numbers—Lib. of Congress, and scan 
the titles in NX 600 and BH 301  
 
Ades, Dawn. Dada and surrealism reviewed. Arts Council of Great Britain : London, 
1978. 
ART REF NX 600 .D3 A34 1978 
 
Bataille, Georges. The absence of myth : writings on surrealism. (edited, translated, and 
introduced by Michael Richardson). Verso : London : New York, c1994. 
BH 301 .A94 B38 1994 
 
Béhar, Henri and Michel Carassou. Le surréalisme. Paris : Livres de Poche, 1984. 
 
Bohn, Willard. The rise of surrealism: cubism, dada, and the pursuit of the marvelous. 
Albany : State University of New York Press, 2002. 
 
Breton, André, with André Parinaud. Conversations: the autobiography of surrealism. 
Paragon House : New York, 1993. 
PH 4603 .B8 E713 1993 
 
Breton, André. Manifestoes of surrealism. (translated from the French by Richard Seaver 
and Helen R. Lane). University of Michigan Press : Ann Arbor, 1974. 
PH 4603.B8 M313 1974 
 
Breton, André. What is surrealism. Faber & Faber : London, 1936. 
N 6490 .B7 
 
Chénieux-Gendron, Jacqueline, Françoise Le Roux and Maïté Vienne. Le surréalisme 



autour du monde 1929-1947. CNRS Éditions : Paris, 1994. 
NX 600 .S9 Z993 1994 
 
Dictionnaire abrégé du surréalisme. Galérie des Beaux-Arts : Paris, 1938. 
N 6490 .D5 
 
Gale, Matthew. Dada & surrealism. Phaidon : London, 1997 
NX 600 .D3 G35 1997 
 
Green, Christopher, ed. The European avant-gardes : art in France and western Europe, 
1904-c1945. Zwemmer : London, New York, 1995. 
N 7658 .S35 1995 QUARTO 
 
Jean, Marcel ed. The autobiography of surrealism. New York : Viking press, 1980. 
NX 600 .S9 A95 1980 
 
Krauss, Rosalind E. The originality of the avant-garde and other modernist myths. MIT 
Press : Cambridge, MA, 1985. 
N 6490 .K7271 1985 
 
Lorenz, Isabelle. La poétique/politique de la mise en pages: les revues du surréalisme et 
de sa dissidence. City University of New York (dissertation). 1991. 
 
Mariën, Marcel. L'Activité surréaliste en Belgique. Lebeer-Hossmann : Brussels, 1979. 
NX 555.A1 M37 1979 
 
Morris, C. B. (Cyril Brian). Surrealism and Spain, 1920-1936. Cambridge University 
Press : Cambridge Eng, 1972. 
PJ 1073.S9 M6 1972 
 
Picon, Gaëtan. Surrealists and surrealism, 1919-1939. (translated from the French by 
James Emmons). Rizzoli International : New York, 1977. 
N 6494.S8 P4613 1977 QUARTO 
 
Rispail, Jean-Luc. Les surréalistes: une génération entre le rêve et l’action. Découvertes 
Gallimard : Paris. 1996. 
 
 
 

Relevant Electronic Resources and Web sitesRelevant Electronic Resources and Web sitesRelevant Electronic Resources and Web sitesRelevant Electronic Resources and Web sites    
 
Catalogue of André Breton’s collection, sold at auction in Paris, April 2003. 8 volumes (PQ 
2603.R35 Z5723 2002) plus a DVD (Audio/Visual DVD-ROM 111) 
 
Surrealism: Wikipedia has an extensive article. 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Surrealism 



 
Surrealist Art: from the Centre Pompidou in Paris. 
http://www.cnac-gp.fr/education/ressources/ENS-Surrealistart-EN/ENS-Surrealistart-EN.htm 
 
Centre de Recherche sur le Surréalisme: a Sorbonne site 
http://melusine.univ-paris3.fr/ 
 
Surrealist Writers 
http://www.alangullette.com/lit/surreal/francais.htm 
 
Le Surréalisme sur l’Internet 
http://www.phil-fak.uni-duesseldorf.de/rom3/Frankreichlinks4.htm 
 
 
 
 
Other Resource Guides availableOther Resource Guides availableOther Resource Guides availableOther Resource Guides available: 
 
17th and 18th Century Encyclopedism 
Samuel Johnson and his Dictionary 
The Scholar's Bookshelf : The Middle Ages 
Italian Theater 
French Theater 
Early Modern Women 
Manuscript Books At JHU 
 
Forthcoming: 
Historical Encyclopedias and Dictionaries 
German Theater Collections  
Dante 
Don Quixote 
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